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Student Section Information 
 
Application Date: March 31, 2017 
 
Activity Dates: September 2016 through March 2017  
 
Student Section Name: Illinois State University Student Section (hereafter referred to 
as Student Section) 
 
Parent Chapter: Central Illinois ASSE  
 
Faculty Advisor: Paul Ronczkowski, MPH, CSP, Instructional Assistant Professor 
 
Number of Students Pursuing an Academic Degree in Safety or Another Safety Related 
Discipline: 78 
 
Number of Student Section Members: 35 
 
Names and Titles of Student Section Officers and Leaders 
 

Name Title 

Daniel Bowe President 

Jeff Bajema Vice President 

Michael Toliver Treasurer 

Nora Fredstrom Secretary  

Justin Artman  Community Relations and Social Chair 
 

Contact Information  

 
We attest that the information provided in this application is a true representation of the 
Student Section activities for the period specified. 
 
 
 
 
  
Signature – Student Section President  
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Signature – Faculty Advisor       
Student Section Address:   Phone Number: 

 
Illinois State University 
 
Department of Health Sciences   (309) 438-8808 
 
Campus Box 5220                  
      
Normal, IL 61761-5220 
 

Annual Minimum Requirements  

 
 

Check 
off 

Annual Minimum Requirements 

 

Attach at least four newsletters published by Student Section to the appendices. If 
Section uses social media in place of newsletters, please include several 
screenshots/printout examples. Section updates in the parent Chapter’s newsletter 
and general emails do not count towards this requirement.  

 

Include dates of attendance and subject matter of a minimum of 2 parent-chapter 
hosted General Membership or Executive Committee meetings attended by a Student 
Section representative within the academic year.   

 

 

Include at least 6 Section meetings, with 4 being of technical content, held by the 
Section within the academic year. The definition of “technical” in this context is a 
process or procedure directly relating to OSH practice (social gatherings, resume 
building, interviewing skills, and other soft skills would not be considered “technical” in 
this context). Please include a brief one sentence description outlining the content of 
each meeting. A meeting may only be counted once in the totals. Please note the 
2016 award only includes activity from September 2016 through March 2017. 

 

Attach faculty advisor letter of support or recommendation to the appendices.     

 

Include at least one community or campus activity sponsored or participated in by the 
Student Section in Judging Criteria 3.0.  
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Judging Criteria  

1.0 Professional Development and Enhancement  
  
1.1  Parent-chapter hosted general membership or executive committee meetings 

attended by Student Section representative(s) 

Meeting 
Date Topic Speaker Student Section 

Representative(s) 

9/13/16 
Insurance fraud surveillance 
and investigation; co-hosted 

with student section 

Don Peabody and Mike 
Caldarazzo 
PhotoFax, Inc. 

17 

10/11/16 
Construction of a processing 
facility converting old pallets 

into wood chip energy 

Paul Wever, owner 
Chip Energy, Inc. 6 

11/8/16 Regulatory compliance and 
loss prevention in agriculture 

Kevin Frye, Safety 
Services Manager, 
Growmark, Inc. 

5 

1/10/17 OSHA Update 

Brian Bothast, OSHA 
Compliance Assistance 
Specialist, Peoria, IL Area 
Office 

0 (note: ISU winter 
break was still in 

session) 

2/21/17 Behavioral safety in the 
workplace 

David Ritchie, EHS 
Corporate Director, Great 
Dane Trailers, 
Chicago Corporate Office 

5 

3/14/17 
The Central Illinois Parent 

Chapter speaker cancelled, no 
meeting held this month 

N/A N/A 
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1.2  Technical meetings  

Meeting 
Date Topic Speaker 

Brief one sentence 
description outlining the 
content of the meeting 

# of Section 
Members in 
Attendance 

9/20/16 
Loss Control 

and Risk 
Management 

Dan Heinin, ASP, 
Senior Risk 
Management 
Consultant, ICW 
Group Insurance 

Mr. Heinin discussed loss 
control and risk management 
in insurance, the construction 
industry, and as an OSHA 
consultation officer. 

18 

9/27/16 
Construction 

Safety 
Initiatives 

Ryan Nero, CHST, 
Group Safety 
Manager and Bob 
Johnson, 
Corporate Safety 
Director, Kenny 
Construction 

Mr. Nero and Mr. Johnson 
presented on the divisions of 
Kenny Construction and 
various safety initiatives. 

16 

10/3/16 Loss Control 
Matt Kubsch, Loss 
Control Specialist, 
Country Financial 

Mr. Kubsch spoke about his 
experience in property 
underwriting across the state 
of Illinois. 

11 

10/6/16 

Agriculture 
Safety and 

Risk 
Management 

Jim Drummond, 
Risk Management 
Consultant, 
Nationwide 
Agribusiness 

Mr. Drummond spoke about 
risk management in various 
aspects of agricultural safety. 

11 

10/18/16 

 
Transition 

from Student 
to Safety 

Professional 

Nick Karalis, 
Omron 
Technologies 

Mr. Karalis (ISU ’16) discussed 
the transition from student to 
safety professional, focusing 
on his new position with 
Omron Technologies 

11 

11/1/16 

Loss Control 
and Risk 

Management 
in Agriculture 

Kevin Frye, CSP, 
Safety Services 
Manager, 
Growmark, Inc. 

Mr. Frye discussed process 
safety management, 
developing a company-wide 
safety training program, and 
DOT regulations. 

9 

1/27/17 
Risk 

Management 
Systems Tour 

Eric and Jerry 
Prochnow, 
Owners, KCN 
Solutions 

The Prochnows led a tour of 
KCN Solutions, which is 
currently developing risk 
elimination systems for snow 
and ice management. 

2 

2/6/17 Safety 
Consulting 

Bob Bergstrom, 
GSP, Safety 
Consultant, Horton 
Group 

Mr. Bergstrom presented on 
applying the new OSHA 
standards, such as 
recordkeeping and silica, 
across various industries.  

17 

2/17/17 Foundry Tour 
Jardin James, 
EHS Professional, 
Caterpillar, Inc. 

Mr. James led a tour of 
Caterpillar’s Mapleton 
Foundry, focusing on potential 
safety hazards and 
Caterpillar’s solutions. 

11 

3/23/17 

Excel and 
Data Analysis 

for Safety 
Professionals 

Angela Banerjee, 
CSP, Director of 
Loss Control, 
Acuity 

Ms. Banerjee presented on 
data analysis techniques for 
the safety professional in 
Excel, focusing on pivot tables 
and graphs. 

18 
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1.3 Other meetings 

Meeting 
Date Topic Speaker 

Brief one sentence 
description outlining the 
content of the meeting 

# of 
Section 

Members in 
Attendance 

9/1/16 
Executive 

Board Planning 
Meeting 

Student Section 
Executive Board 

The executive board met with 
three faculty members to 
begin planning events for the 
Fall Semester. 

5 

9/6/16 
Student 

Section Kick- 
Off Meeting 

Student Section 
Executive Board 

The executive board 
facilitated icebreaker 
activities, presented plans for 
the semester, handed out 
applications for membership, 
and promoted ASSE 
Foundation Scholarships. 

35 

9/16/16 
Executive 

Board Planning 
Meeting 

Student Section 
Executive Board 

The executive board met with 
three faculty members to 
finalize events through 
September 2016 and plan 
events for October 2016. 

5 

9/20/16 
Fall Research 

Kick-Off 
Meeting 

Dr. Chris 
Grieshaber and 
Dr. Tom Fuller, 
Safety faculty 

Safety faculty and the 
executive board led 
discussions of potential 
research topics, resulting in a 
group that began a research 
project on anti-fatigue mats. 

18 

9/30/16 
Executive 

Board Planning 
Meeting 

Student Section 
Executive Board 

The executive board met with 
three faculty members to 
finalize events for October 
2016 and plan events for 
November-December 2016. 

5 

10/14/16 
Executive 

Board Planning 
Meeting 

Student Section 
Executive Board 

The executive board met with 
three faculty members to 
finalize events for November-
December 2016. 

5 

10/27/16 Linked-In 
Workshop 

Andrea De Cola, 
Illinois State 
University Career 
Center 

Ms. De Cola led an interactive 
Linked-In workshop to help 
student section members 
develop their Linked-In profile 
and tailor their online 
presence to enhance 
network-building. 

11 

10/28/16 
Executive 

Board Planning 
Meeting 

Student Section 
Executive Board 

The executive board met with 
three faculty members to 
finalize events for November-
December 2016 and begin 
planning the Spring 2017 
semester. 

 
5 

11/3/16 
Future Safety 

Leaders 
Conference 

ASSE FSLC 
Presenters 

Student section members 
attended FSLC to listen to 
technical presentations, build 
their network, and develop 
leadership skills for their 
future careers in safety. 

5 
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1/17/17 
Executive 

Board Planning 
Meeting 

Student Section 
Executive Board 

The executive board met with 
three faculty members to 
finalize events for January 
2017 and begin planning 
events for February 2017. 

5 

1/23/17 Swinger’s Golf 
Social Social 

Student section members 
spent an afternoon at the 
driving range. 

8 

1/31/17 
Executive 

Board Planning 
Meeting 

Student Section 
Executive Board 

The executive board met with 
three faculty members to 
finalize events through mid-
February 2017 and begin 
planning events for March 
2017. 

5 

2/9/17 
Spring 

Research Kick-
Off Meeting 

Dr. Chris 
Grieshaber, Safety 
Faculty 

Dr. Grieshaber and students 
involved in research 
presented progress on an 
anti-fatigue mat study to 
students interested in joining 
the project. 

8 

2/11/17 
ISU Men’s 
Basketball 

Game Social 
Social 

Student section members 
cheered the ISU Men’s 
Basketball team on to a 
victory over rival Bradley. 

4 

2/14/17 
Executive 

Board Planning 
Meeting 

Student Section 
Executive Board 

The executive board met with 
three faculty members to 
finalize events for the end of 
February 2017 and continued 
planning events for March 
2017 and April 2017. 

5 

2/23/17 CPR 
Certification 

Fanny Bowers, 
Meredith Vespers, 
Nora Fredstrom, 
CPR Instructors 

Student section members 
received American Heart 
Association Heartsaver CPR 
Certification. 

25 

2/28/17 
Executive 

Board Planning 
Meeting 

Student Section 
Executive Board 

The executive board met with 
three faculty members to 
finalize events for March 2017 
and April 2017. 

5 

3/1/17 DIOSH Day 
2017 

DIOSH Day 
Presenters 

Student section members 
volunteered to assist with 
conference logistics and 
attended technical 
presentations on accident 
investigation, drug testing, 
and OSHA standards. 

8 

3/21/17 Escape Room 
Social Social 

ASSE members went head-
to-head in a Cops vs. 
Robbers Escape Room 
challenge. 

8 
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2.0 Section-Sponsored Research and Applications  
 
2.1  Research 
  

2.1.1 Anti-Fatigue Mat Study 
Three members of the student section, under the tutelage of Dr. Chris Grieshaber, 
directed a workplace anti-fatigue mat survey. Five other student section members 
assisted with the logistics of this project. Participants of the survey were primarily Illinois 
State University faculty, students and staff. The purpose of the survey was to measure 
the perceived ratings of discomfort during prolonged standing across three different 
types of surfaces: air-filled anti-fatigue mat, foam anti-fatigue mat, and the floor (no anti-
fatigue mat). Student researchers presented their findings at the Applied Ergonomics 
Conference in Orlando, Florida in March 2017 and the Illinois State University Research 
Symposium in Normal, IL in March 2017 (See March 2017 Newsletter in Appendix D). 
Students will also be presenting at the ASSE Professional Development Conference, 
Safety 2017 in Denver, CO this summer. See Appendix C for further details regarding 
this research project.  

 
2.2 Applications of Established Safety and Health Approaches  

 
N/A 

 
3.0 Community Involvement 

3.1 Section-sponsored community activities  
 

3.1.1 Trick-or-Treat Bags Donation 
The student section purchased Halloween Trick-or-Treat bags with safety messages on 
them. These were donated to Bright Horizons Daycare and Preschool and Cedar Ridge 
Elementary School in Bloomington, IL.  
 

3.2 Section-sponsored campus activities 

3.2.1 Homecoming Coffee Tent 
The student section continued a tradition that was started almost thirty years ago of 
setting up the Homecoming Coffee Tent along the pre-game parade route on campus.  
Many safety alumni who attend the homecoming game and festivities stopped by the 
Homecoming Tent to visit with faculty and current students. The student section 
purchases coffee, soda pop, water, donuts and cookies and asks for donations from 
spectators along the parade route. A tradition that started in 2015 was to donate all 
proceeds to the ASSE Foundation. Four student members helped to set up the tent and 
coffee along with two safety program faculty. Seven student members worked the tent 
during the parade (See October 2016 Newsletter in Appendix D). 
 
3.2.2 Linked-In Workshop 
The student section sponsored a Linked-In workshop for members and other programs 
on October 27, 2016.  Ms. Andrea De Cola, a Student Ambassador from the ISU Career 
Center gave advice for students on developing a Linked-In page to develop their own 
‘brand” in career networking (see October Newsletter in Appendix D). The attendance 
from other programs was not good, but we did have eleven student members and one 
faculty member attended this function. 
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3.2.3 American Heart Association Heartsaver CPR Certification 
Three student section members, Nora Fredstrom, Meredith Vespers and Fanny Bowers, 
are certified to teach CPR (American Heart Association) and volunteered to teach CPR 
on February 23, 2017 (see February 2017 Newsletter in Appendix D). This was open to 
all programs in the Department of Health Sciences and other invited departments across 
campus.  Twenty-four student section members, two safety program faculty and one 
other major attended this event. Ms. Fredstrom, Ms. Vespers, and Ms. Bowers are 
currently working with other student organizations in the Department of Health Sciences 
to schedule CPR certification classes, including AIHA and SEHA. 

   
3.3 Section participation in community activities:  
 

3.3.1 Boys Scouts of America  
On November 11, 2016, three student section members and one safety faculty member 
worked with the W. D. Boyce Council of the Boy Scouts of America to help unload and 
organize popcorn for the annual Boy Scouts fundraiser. Students assisted in the 
organization, sorting, and distribution of over 2000 items. The student section’s 
assistance enabled the process to be completed in record time (see November-
December 2016 Newsletter in Appendix D). 
 
3.3.2 Festival of Trees for the Baby Fold 
On November 15, 2016, three student section members and two safety program faculty 
volunteered for the Festival of Trees in Bloomington, IL. This group helped to set up the 
hundreds of Christmas trees at the Bloomington-Normal Interstate Center to be sold for 
the Baby Fold’s annual fundraiser. The Baby Fold is a statewide program that assists 
emotionally and physically abused children. Their goal is to improve the children’s lives 
through foster care, education and other services. This year, the Festival of Trees raised 
over $200,000 to aid our local community’s Baby Fold operation (see November-
December 2016 Newsletter in Appendix D).  
 
3.3.3 DIOSH Day 
Downstate Illinois Occupational Safety and Health (DIOSH) Day is an annual, one day 
safety conference held in Peoria, IL. The planning committee asks that 6 student 
volunteers help with registration and lunch lines. In return, the Safety Program is given a 
booth in the exhibitor hall free of charge. The booth is a great opportunity for safety 
alumni who attend to visit with faculty. On March 1, 2017, seven student section 
members worked to stuff attendee bags and help with registration, beginning their day at 
6 am. The members also attended conference sessions after completing their assigned 
tasks. Four board members and three other members participated (see March 2017 
Newsletter in Appendix D). 

 
3.4 Section participation in campus activities:  
 

3.4.1 Festival ISU Fire Extinguisher Training 
Festival ISU is an annual back-to-school event. Festival ISU allows all students to visit 
booths for approximately 400 different organizations in and around ISU. ISU 
Environmental Health and Safety (EHS) provided training and hands-on demonstrations 
of fire extinguisher use to students. On September 1, 2016, 8 student section members 
help the EHS office at Festival ISU by operating the Bullex Grill systems, recharging fire 
extinguishers with water and pressure, and teaching hundreds of students the “PASS” 
method for extinguishing fires (see September 2016 Newsletter in Appendix D). 
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 3.5 Section engagement with and/or support of the ASSE Foundation:  
  
3.5.1 ASSE Foundation Donation 
The student section raised $220.00 in donations at their annual Homecoming parade 
coffee tent (see October 2016 Newsletter in Appendix D). The student section discussed 
and voted on adding $80 to the amount raised to make a total contribution to the ASSE 
Foundation of $300 (see November-December 2016 Newsletter in Appendix D). The 
members who attended the Future Leaders Safety Conference (FLSC) then presented 
the check to Dr. Darryl C. Hill, Director of the Foundations Board of Trustees and Mr. 
Michael Murray, Past Chair of the Foundation’s Board of Trustees (see November-
December 2016 Newsletter in Appendix D). 

 
3.5.2 Other ASSE Foundation Involvement 
The student section supports the ASSE Foundation in several ways. At the beginning of 
the academic year at our Fall Kick-Off Meeting, faculty and student section executive 
board members promoted Foundation news and ideas. The board provided information 
about the Foundation’s mission, scholarships, and the Future Safety Leader’s 
Conference. Additionally, throughout the Fall semester, board members provided 
reminders about scholarship application deadlines. Finally, several of our members have 
attended CIL-ASSE Parent Chapter meetings and the Illinois State University Safety 
Program Advisory Board meetings to discussed opportunities for alumni and 
professionals to assist the student section by supporting the ASSE Foundation. 
 

4.0 Recognition 
  
 4.1 Scholarships 

Dan Bowe, student section President, received the ASSE Student Section Chairperson 
Award in 2016, which is awarded to the President of the student section each year. As 
the recipient of this award, Mr. Bowe served on the Safety Program Advisory Board for 
the 2016-2017 Academic Year.  
 
Jeff Bajema, student section Vice President, received the 2016 John A. Leonowich 
Award from AIHA for research in non-ionizing radiation. Mr. Bajema also was selected 
as the Safety Department 2017 OMRON Safety Scholar. Additionally, Mr. Bajema 
received the 2017 ASSE Foundation Construction Safety Scholarship. 
 
Nora Fredstrom, student section Secretary, received scholarships from the Board of 
Certified Safety Professionals (BCSP) and Campus Safety Health and Environmental 
Management Association (CSHEMA). Ms. Fredstrom also received a UPS Scholarship 
from the ASSE Foundation in 2016. Additionally, Ms. Fredstrom was the first ever Safety 
major to be named a Bone Scholar, which is the highest honor an undergraduate 
student can receive at Illinois State University.  
 
Justin Artman, student section Community Relations and Social Chair, has received the 
2017 Applications International Corporation Impact Scholarship from the ASSE 
Foundation, the 2017 American Society of Safety Engineers Central Illinois Chapter 
John “Gary” Erisman Memorial Scholarship, and the Safety Department 2017 Ronald 
Budig Leadership Award. Mr. Artman also received the Paul Ronczkowski Student 
Alumni scholarship in 2016. As the recipient of this award, Mr. Artman served on the 
Safety Program Advisory Board for the 2016-2017 Academic Year. Additionally, Mr. 
Artman is a finalist for the Illinois AMVETS Service Foundation Scholarship.  



Outstanding Student Section Award Application 2016-2017  
 

8 

Sarai Villegas, student safety major, was named the 2017 ADM Safety Scholar. Ms. 
Villegas is not currently a member of the student section.  

 
4.2 Committee Membership 
Nora Fredstrom, student section Secretary, was reappointed for a second term as an 
associate member on the American Chemical Society Committee on Chemical Safety. 
She is the first and only undergraduate to serve on this committee.  
 
4.3 Invited Conference Presentation 
Nora Fredstrom, student section Secretary, accepted an invitation in March 2017 from 
the President of the American Chemical Society to speak at a Presidential Symposium 
at the American Chemical Society National Meeting in Washington, D.C. in August 2017 
on building a safety culture across the chemical enterprise.   

 
5.0 Student Section Participation 
 
 5.1 Membership 

Illinois State University Student Section ASSE membership is comprised primarily of 
undergraduate Safety majors. Three of our members are Environmental Health majors, 
two of whom are pursuing Safety minors. One member is a graduate student in 
Agriculture, pursing a thesis in Agriculture Safety. Currently, 40% of Safety majors are 
ASSE members.  

 
 5.2 ASSE Student Roster 

2016-2017 Illinois State University Student Section Roster 
1 Charles Alsberry 19 Philip Kopko 
2 Chris Amen 20 Alisha Kottke 
3 Justin Artman 21 Brian Mejdreich 
4 Jeff Bajema 22 Nick Metzger 
5 Daniel Bowe 23 Jonathon Mosby 
6 Fanny Bowers 24 Morgan Pfafman 
7 Kris Callaway 25 Michael Rees 
8 Beau Davis 26 Ryan Rubio 
9 Christian Felleti 27 Brett Rusche 

10 Nora Fredstrom 28 Collin Rusche 
11 Ben Freer 29 Tyler Schwab 
12 Ryley Geogitsis 30 Thomas Stuhr 
13 Ryan Harrison 31 Michael Toliver 
14 Dylan Haun 32 Meredith Vespers 
15 Jacob Horn 33 Jennifer Voltolina 
16 David James 34 Anthony Watkins 
17 Cheyenne Jessen 35 Omid Zare-Mehrjerdi 
18 Patrick Kane   
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5.3 Percent of ASSE Members at Each Event 

Date Meeting Topic Speaker 
% of ASSE 
Members 
at Event 

9/6/16 Fall Kick-Off Meeting Executive Board 100% 

9/13/16 Insurance fraud surveillance and 
investigation 

Don Peabody and Mike 
Caldarazzo 48% 

9/20/16 Loss Control and Risk Management Dan Heinin 51% 

9/20/16 Fall Research Kick-Off Chris Grieshaber and Tom Fuller 51% 

9/27/16 Construction Safety Initiatives  Ryan Nero and Bob Johnson 45% 

10/3/16 Loss Control Matt Kubsch 32% 

10/6/16 Agriculture Safety and Risk 
Management Jim Drummond 32% 

10/11/16 
Construction of a processing facility 
to convert old pallets into wood chip 
energy 

Paul Wever 17% 

10/18/16 Transition from Student to Safety 
Professional Nick Karalis 32% 

10/27/16 Linked-In Workshop Andrea De Cola 32% 

11/1/16 Loss Control and Risk Management 
in Agriculture Kevin Frye 26% 

11/3-4/16 Future Safety Leaders Conference FSLC Speakers 14% 

11/8/16 Regulatory compliance and loss 
prevention in agriculture Kevin Frye 14% 

1/23/17 Swinger’s Golf Social Social 23% 

1/27/17 Risk Management Systems Tour Eric and Jerry Prochnow 6% 

2/6/17 Safety Consulting Bob Bergstrom  48% 

2/9/17 Spring Research Kick-Off  Chris Grieshaber 23% 

2/11/17 ISU Men’s Basketball Game Social 11% 

2/17/17 Foundry Tour Jardin James 32% 

2/21/17 Behavioral safety in the workplace David Ritchie 14% 

2/23/17 CPR Certification Fanny Bowers, Nora Fredstrom, 
and Meredith Vespers 71% 

3/1/17 DIOSH Day DIOSH Day Presenters 23% 

3/21/17 Escape Room Social Social 23% 

3/23/17 Excel and Data Analysis for Safety 
Professionals Angela Banerjee 51% 
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6.0 Endorsements 
 

Our student section has made tremendous strides in the past year, both academically 
and technically. Included in the appendices below are the testaments to our 
achievements. Please see Appendix A for our Letters of Endorsement. 
 

• Paul Ronczkowski, MPH, CSP Instructional Assistant Professor at Illinois State 
University 

• Chris Grieshaber, Ph.D., CSP, Associate Professor and Director of Safety 
Program at Illinois State University 

• Jeffrey Clark, HSD, MCHES, Professor and Chairperson of Department of 
Health Sciences at Illinois State University 

• Don Cooper, CSP, MBA, Safety and Health Manager at State Farm Insurance 
• Audra Sargeant, OHST, CSP, President of CIL-ASSE and Corporate Safety 

Director of Bodine Services of the Midwest 
• Amber Gruenloh-Luecke, Boy Scouts of America 
• Breana Cameron, The Baby Fold 

 
7.0 Other Support Documentation 
  
 Appendix A: Endorsement Letters 
 Appendix B: Student Sign-In Sheets 
 Appendix C: Research 

 Appendix C-1: Research Materials and Poster 
 Appendix C-2: Funding Request 
 Appendix C-3: Research Presentations 

 Appendix D: Newsletters 
 Appendix E: Bylaws 

Appendix F: Meeting Flyers 
Appendix G: Social Media Presence
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ILLINOIS STATE 
UNIVERSITY 
Illinois’ first public university 

College of Applied Science and Technology 
Department of Health Sciences 

305 Felmley Hall 
Campus Box 5220 
Normal, IL 61790-5220 
Phone: (309) 438-8329 
Fax: (309) 438-2450 

 

An equal opportunity/affirmative action university encouraging diversity 

 
March 26, 2017 

 
To whom it may concern, 
 
I am writing this letter in support of the Illinois State University (ISU) Student Section of the American 
Society of Safety Engineers’ application for Outstanding Student Section.  My name is Dr. Chris 
Grieshaber.  I am an associate professor and the director of the Safety Program in the Department of 
Health Sciences at ISU.  I have had the pleasure of working with the student section board members and 
membership at-large this year in several capacities, most notably, the research project.  As with any 
organization in which the leadership changes annually, the success and quality of the student section from 
year to year tends to vary. This year’s group at ISU has been nothing short of exceptional. I believe the 
ISU section is deserving of recognition in this process because of their hard work to increase membership, 
their professional commitment to the parent chapter and campus community, their commitment to 
providing quality learning opportunities and experiences for the section members, and their enthusiasm 
for spreading the important message about the need to protect people, property, and the environment. 
 
As an example of the quality work this group has been doing, the members decided to conduct a research 
analysis of anti-fatigue mats. A new technology – air-filled mats – was being promoted in the market and 
the students wanted to compare user perceptions of the new mat with those of other mats. We met in the 
fall and I laid out for them the process by which they would need to collect and analyze data in order to 
have any chance of presenting their results professionally – a goal they had set for themselves early in the 
conversation. From that point forward the students set up and conducted their analysis with minimal 
assistance from me. Student volunteers (under the leadership of Justin Artman, Nora Fredstrom, Meredith 
Vesper and Jeff Bajema) delivered the mats, obtained participant consent, and collected and analyzed 
survey results. The findings were accepted and presented as a poster at the 2017 Applied Ergonomics 
Conference in Florida. The section will also present their findings at the Undergraduate Research 
Symposium on campus on March 31. The board members have demonstrated significant leadership in 
organizing and training student volunteers for the study, which has taken place over a period of 14 weeks 
and two semesters.  In total, almost 900 hours worth of data were collected with the help of seven student 
volunteers. The effort put forth in conducting this small research study is indicative of the quality and 
excellence of the ISU student section in 2016-2017. 
 
I highly recommend the 2016-2017 student section of the Central Illinois Chapter of ASSE as an 
outstanding student section. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
David "Chris" Grieshaber, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor, Director - Safety Program  
Illinois State University 
Campus Box 5220  
Normal, IL 61790-5220 
309 438-7237 
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College of Applied Science and Technology 
Department of Health Sciences 
 
305 Felmley Hall 
Campus Box 5220 
Normal, IL 61790-5220 
Phone: (309) 438-8329 
Fax: (309) 438-2450 
www.HealthSciences.ilstu.edu 

 
 
March 27, 2017 
 
Outstanding Student Section Award Selection Committee 
American Society of Safety Engineers, Student Section 
 
 
Dear Outstanding Student Section Award Selection Committee: 
 
As Professor and Chairperson of the Department of Health Sciences, in the College of Applied 
Science and Technology at Illinois State University, it is with great pride and pleasure to write a 
letter of support for the Illinois State University American Society of Safety Engineers Student 
Section application for the Outstanding Student Section of the Year Award.   
 
I believe that the Illinois State University Student Section has met the criteria established for 
this recognition.  The Illinois State University chapter has regularly scheduled meetings to 
organize the many activities and events.  The chapter was extremely active during the fall 
semester, with events schedule nearly every week of the semester. Some of the key events 
included a completed research project and their subsequent professional presenters (2 
presentations) at the Applied Ergonomics Conference at the end of March, community and 
campus involvement, and providing professional development.  The chapter members provided 
training that certified 27 students and faculty members in Heartsaver CPR/AED.  In addition, 
members attended two parent chapter meetings, toured the Mapleton Foundry facility and have 
additional events planned for after spring break.  In order to accomplish these many activities, 
there is a high level of involvement by the members.   
 
Based upon the established criteria, I wholeheartedly support and recommend that the Illinois 
State University Student Section be considered for the Outstanding Student Section of the Year 
Award.   
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 
Jeffrey K. Clark, H.S.D., MCHES, FASHA 
Professor and Chairperson 
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STUDENT	SECTION	of	the	CENTRAL	ILLINOIS	CHAPTER	of	ASSE	
Application for Travel Support to Professional Development Conferences 

Cover	Sheet	
 

1. Corresponding Applicant: Dan Bowe 
Student	Section	President	
djbowe@ilstu.edu	

	
2. Faculty Advisor:    Paul Ronczkowski, MPH, CSP 
    Instructional Assistant Professor, Safety Program 
    Department of Health Sciences 
    Illinois State University 
    Campus Box 5220 
    Normal, IL 61790-5220 
    pjroncz@ilstu.edu 
    (309) 438-8808 
 
4. Date:   February 7, 2017 
 
5. Title: Student Travel Support 
  Applied Ergonomics Professional Development Conference 
 
6. Funds Request:   $1800 

 
  
 

Applicant(s): 
 
 
________________________________________________  2/7/2017 
 Daniel J. Bowe, Student Section President 

  
 
Faculty Advisor(s) 

 
 

________________________________________________  2/7/2017 
 Paul J. Ronczkowski, Student Section Advisor 
 
 

________________________________________________  2/7/2017 
  D. Christian Grieshaber, SAF Program Director 
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Narrative	
Presented below is a projected budget for student travel to the Applied Ergonomics 
Conference (AEC) in March 2017.  
 
Student section members have positioned themselves well this year to compete for the 
ASSE Outstanding Student Section Award (OSSA). A key piece to the application is 
research. The students chose to work on an ergonomic assessment of anti-fatigue mats 
this year, so the Applied Ergonomics Conference made sense as an outlet to present 
the results and learn. They have also submitted an abstract to present the results at the 
undergraduate research symposium on campus. 
 
The available resources on campus for undergraduate student travel to conferences are 
minimal. The resources that are available are mostly in place to support graduate 
students and programs. The safety program and ASSE student section are committed 
to increasing undergraduate research and promoting professional development and the 
practice of continuous improvement by supporting student travel to professional 
development conferences. We believe exposing students to professional development 
early will encourage them to embrace similar opportunities as professionals. We will 
attempt to support student travel to the Safety 2017 Professional Development 
Conference (PDC) as well. 
 
In order to promote continuity and encourage future students to participate, we will 
require for this application that at least two students attending the conference must be 
returning to the safety program as members of ASSE in the Fall 2017 semester. 
 
Benefits	to	the	Students/Student	Section	
 
OSSA Application: Feedback from ASSE on previous OSSA applications has been that 
ISU lacks quality student section research.  This is a fundamental objective on the 
application.  By traveling to a peer-reviewed conference to present our results, we 
believe we will confirm a dedication to undergraduate research, not just for purposes of 
the OSSA application, but also to the student section’s drive to make scientific inquiries 
into better safety and health practices.  Overall, the student section can be elevated in 
the running for Outstanding Student Section by presenting our findings at a professional 
conference. The financial award if we are selected as award winners will help support 
future travel and professional development. 
 
Individual Students: Each student that attends will benefit personally and professionally.  
Personally, students will improve communication skills (both oral and written), scientific 
inquiry and collaborative work ethic and skill in defending their results and conclusions.  
This particular conference also gives the students an opportunity to experience an area 
of safety that may not be as familiar. Students will also have an opportunity to network 
and develop an important appreciation for the value of professional development and 
continuous improvement and learning. 	
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Projected	Budget	
    
 Registration ............................................................................. $ 250.00 
 Air: Delta (BMI-MCO) .............................................................. $ 575.00 
 Lodging (4 nights, 2 students/room)  ....................................... $ 420.00 
  Room Rate (base) …............................. $ 179.00  
 Meals ($40 per diem)  .............................................................. $ 160.00   
 Subtotal (per student) .............................................................. $ 1405.00 
 
 Total (4 students)  .................................................................... $ 5620.00  
 
Budget	Request	
 
Students ......................................................................................... $ 1200.00 
ASSE Student Section ..................................................................... $ 800.00 
ASSE Parent Chapter ...................................................................... $ 1800.00 
SAF Excellence Fund ...................................................................... $ Balance 
 
Budget	Justification	
Students: Each student who attends will be expected to reduce his or her travel costs by 
at least $300. Students are responsible for their own spending money. 
 
They can reduce travel costs directly by: 

• Applying for money from departmental and college resources 
• Working at the desk or other events at the conference to lower registration 
• Using personal funds to support travel 

They can reduce travel costs indirectly by sharing a room with at least one other 
student, unless gender or medical needs prevent the option to do so. Students will be 
responsible for the cost of a single room upgrade if they request for preference. 
 
ASSE Student Section: We are asking the student section to provide $200/student 
 
ASSE Parent Chapter: We are asking the parent chapter to provide $450/student in 
travel support 
 
Safety Excellence Fund: We are asking the foundation to provide the balance of support 
for each student. This would be a total of $1820 ($455/student) according to the budget. 
 
Budget	Imbalance	
If financial support exceeds travel costs, any surplus support that remains pledged will 
be redirected to help support student travel to the Safety 2017 PDC in Denver, CO.  
 
If projected costs exceed support the number of students invited to attend will be 
reduced. 
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